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Worthy Grand Knight Report
By WGK Alex Czopek

It is a high honor and great privilege to serve as Grand 
Knight.   Know that I appreciate the support of every 
Knight to serve our Council and parish community 
as we begin this new Fraternal Year.  

I’d like to begin by honoring 
the noble man who has led 
this Council for the past 
year.   Guillermo Bambach 
contributes so much to our 
Council, and to our parish, 
by his servant leadership and 
willingness to devote his time 
and energy to so many causes.    
I’m pleased to present him 

with a plaque and lapel ribbon for his year of service.   
Well done, Guillermo.   Please join me in applauding his 
success as Grand Knight.

Next, I’d like to honor two men with very special awards 
for the fraternal year just ended.    

Our Knight of the Year is Rick 
Hughes.   We know him well by 
his work.   Founding member of 
this Council as our First Grand 
Knight and Assembly 3418 
as the first Faithful Navigator.    
Former DD, now the third 
ranking officer in the Florida 
State Council, elected Treasurer 
after his term as Warden.   Our 
degree captain, devoting so 
many hours to ensuring high 
quality exemplifications of the First and Second Degrees.   
Our friend, and a true role model for every Knight.   

Our Family of the 
Year is Scott and 
Lisa Huetteman.   
Scott is the driving 
force behind our 
Newsletter, and it was 
the BEST in the State 
of Florida this year.   
He also contributes 
to the state effort, and 
assembly publicity.   
He is always available, 
always working for the 

best interest of the Council.   
Lisa Huetteman is the leader 
of the new “WELCOME” 
program (some of you 
know this as CHRP) for our 
parish.    Lisa and Scott are 
role models of a Catholic 
family contributing to our 
parish and Council.    

A few notes and up-
coming events:

Sunday 7/14/19: Corporate Mass, 11:30 AM, for the 
Knights of Columbus.   Please wear your Council shirts 
and Council name badges so we can demonstrate the unity 
of our Council. 

Please also mark your calendars for the upcoming 
Officer Installation on Friday 7/26 at 7:00 PM.   This will 
also be a family social event, with the Council providing 

main course and “pot-luck” for salads, sides 
and desserts. 

Only by example do we make it attractive 
and rewarding to be a Knight.   We must 
continue to be the model of a successful 
organization that measurably contributes 
to the present and future of our parish 
community.  A unique “band of brothers”. 

You have my commitment to do the best I 
can, every day, to make that happen.

I’d like to leave you with a quote from 
Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen (1895 – 1979) who was one of 
the first to use media to bring the message of Christianity 
into American homes.   He wrote extensively through the 
years and I will be sharing selected quotations throughout 
the coming year as the “last word” in my monthly report.   

“When the record of any human life is set down, there 
are three pairs of eyes who see it in a different light. There 
is the life as I see it, as others see it, and as God sees it.” 
(1974)
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Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness
“America you are beautiful . . . and blessed . . . . The 

ultimate test of your greatness is the way you treat 
every human being, but especially the weakest and most 
defenseless. If you want equal justice for all and true 
freedom and lasting peace, then America, defend life. “

-         St. John Paul II
 

July 2019 marks the 243rd anniversary of the 
creation of our nation.  How many Catholics know 
that Catholics were part of the foundation of our 
nation?

Meet the Carroll family of Maryland – John and Charles 
Carroll.  Pope Pius VI named John Carroll the first bishop of 
the United States of America in 1789.  His cousin, Charles 
Carroll, was one of America’s Founding Fathers and the 
only Catholic to sign the Declaration of Independence.

Prayer for America by Archbishop John  
Carroll (1791)

We pray, O almighty and eternal God, who through Jesus 
Christ has revealed thy glory to all nations, to preserve 
the works of your mercy, that your Church, being spread 
through the whole world, may continue with unchanging 
faith in the confession of your name.

We pray Thee, who alone are good and holy, to endow 
with heavenly knowledge, sincere zeal and sanctity of life, 
our chief bishop, the pope, the vicar of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, in the government of his Church; our own bishop, 
all other bishops, prelates and pastors of the Church; and 
especially those who are appointed to exercise among us 
the functions of the holy ministry, and conduct your people 
into the ways of salvation.

We pray O God of might, wisdom and justice, through 
whom authority is rightly administered, laws are enacted, 
and judgment decreed, assist with your Holy Spirit of 
counsel and fortitude the president of these United States, 
that his administration may be conducted in righteousness 
and be eminently useful to your people over whom he 
presides; by encouraging due respect for virtue and 
religion; by a faithful execution of the laws in justice and 
mercy; and by restraining vice and immorality.

Let the light of your divine wisdom direct the deliberations 
of Congress, and shine forth in all the proceedings and 
laws framed for our rule and government, so that they 
may tend to the preservation of peace, the promotion of 
national happiness, the increase of industry, sobriety and 

useful knowledge; and may perpetuate to us the blessing 
of equal liberty.

We pray for his excellency, the governor of this state, for 
the members of the assembly, for all judges, magistrates, 
and other officers who are appointed to guard our political 
welfare, that they may be enabled, by your powerful 
protection, to discharge the duties of their respective 
stations with honesty and ability.

We recommend likewise, to your unbounded mercy, all 
our brethren and fellow citizens throughout the United 
States, that they may be blessed in the knowledge and 
sanctified in the observance of your most holy law; that 
they may be preserved in union, and in that peace which 
the world cannot give; and after enjoying the blessings of 
this life, be admitted to those which are eternal.

Finally, we pray to you, O Lord of mercy, to remember 
the souls of your servants departed, who are gone before 
us with the sign of faith and repose in the sleep of peace; 
the souls of our parents, relatives and friends; of those 
who, when living, were members of this congregation, 
and particularly of such as are lately deceased; of all 
benefactors who, by their donations or legacies to this 
Church, witnessed their zeal for the decency of divine 
worship and proved their claim to our grateful and 
charitable remembrance. To these, O Lord, and to all that 
rest in Christ, grant, we beseech you, a place of refreshment, 
light and everlasting peace, through the same Jesus Christ, 
Our Lord and Savior.

Amen.
 
We Catholics, and we Knights should be thankful for 

the Carroll family for giving us the gift of a nation whose 
ideals are firm on the sanctity of life and religious liberty.
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Supreme Monthly Challenge
By Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori

The Lord said to her in reply, “Martha, Martha, you are 
anxious and worried about many things. There is need of 
only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part and it will 
not be taken from her.” (Gospel for July 21, Lk 10:41-42)

Imagine yourself in Martha’s shoes. While your 
seemingly lazy sister Mary sits at the feet of Jesus, you are 
the one preparing and serving the food, setting the table 
and making things happen. And then, all of a sudden, Jesus 
chides you and compares you unfavorably to your sister. 
Jesus’ words can strike us as harsh. Wasn’t Martha doing a 
good thing by serving our Lord? Yet if we are honest, we 
recognize that it’s all too easy to get caught up in busyness 
doing good things and all the while miss the opportunity 
to encounter Christ. By God’s grace, may we hear these 
tough words from Jesus, resist this tendency to busyness 
and strive to choose “the better part.” 

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop 
William E. Lori:

This month, I challenge you to spend five extra minutes 
sitting before the Lord before or after Sunday Mass. 
Second, I challenge you to participate in the Faith in Action 
Sacramental Gifts program or pray for those receiving the 
sacraments, that they might choose “the better part.”

Questions for Reflection:
If it were you with Jesus that evening, would you have 

been more likely to be a “Martha” or a “Mary”? What does 
it mean to choose “the better part”? How did spending a 
few extra moments with the Lord before or after Mass 
affect your encounter with Christ in the Eucharist?

A group of 8-12 scouts will be replacing 33 old yellow 
bollards that are on the side of the road closest to the 
St. Stephen Catholic School and family life center using 
PVC pipes and yellow traffic paint. This project will 
enhance and preserve the safety of the children who 
attend St. Stephen Catholic School, and it will prevent 
any further damages to the property. The project will also 
make the school look more uniform.

The project is being supported by the St. Stephen 
Knights of Columbus Council. 

Eagle Scout Project
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I am honored to have been asked to serve as your 
Lecturer; my sincere thanks to our Grand Knight Alex 
for his confidence in me and to Brother Sir Knight 
Matt for his kind recommendation.

Last week, our nation celebrated the 243d anniversary of 
its Declaration of Independence.  The Continental Congress 
in the fateful year of 1776, declared the former colonies were 
no longer subject and subordinate to the King of England, 
but, “…were now united, free and independent states.”  

Seven years of war ensued and from the carnage of our 
Revolution rose what was to become the greatest nation the 
world has ever known; a nation that would save the world 
from the darkness of imperialism, fascism, communism, and 
today, projects its power to confront and defeat international 
terrorism.  

Our nation is and will always be what Jesus described in 
his sermon on the mount and as noted in Matthew 5:14 as; 
“…the light of the world.  A city that is set on the hill cannot 
be hidden.”  Our great President Reagan in 1980 referred to 
that Bible passage when he said that, “Americans are every 
bit as committed to that vision of a shining city on a hill as 
were our first settlers.” 

Modern celebrations of our independence conjure up 
feelings of patriotism, valor, and love of country.  Patriotism 
is one of the “touch tones” of our order, the call sign of our 
distinguished 4th Order Knights.  It is a word or concept that 
is often associated with military service.  

Though admirable, military service is but one way to 
serve our country (though I’d be remiss if I didn’t say that I 
wish more of our young men would serve in our military).  
In today’s modern society, far too many citizens, young 
and not so young, take their protected, civil, and otherwise 
responsibility-free existence for granted.  I would share that 
this irresponsible thinking is a key variable in what detracts 
from the strength of our nation and contemporary American 
culture.

But if not military service, how can one be a better citizen, 
a better person; a true asset to society; a patriot?  How can 
one ensure that he or she is worth fighting for in a country 
with so many citizens who so often thank veterans for their 
service?  

Well; I would offer the following to any sincere citizen 
who asks such a question:

First and foremost, be proud to be an American; love your 
country. Consider:

• Joining a civil-minded organization
• Being active in a church
•  Be situationally aware…read and understand the issues 

confronting our nation and our community
•  Read the history of our country; read and understand the 

Constitution
• Vote
•  Respect those in authority; keep them honest; let them 

know what you think; offer input to issues involving the 
community, the church, our schools

• Volunteer to make your community a better place
•  Share these thoughts (and others you may have) with 

young people 
Father Dermot in his Sunday message on 30 June 

reminded us that our Founders valued liberty more than 
their personal security.  They mutually pledged to each other 
their lives, fortunes, and personal honor, and it was from 
their sacrifice that we live freely today.  I would suggest that 
what I just offered is the very least a person in the modern 
era can do to honor their sacrifice.  And…as I suggested in 
May when I was first privileged to speak to this gathering of 
Knights, let us recommit ourselves to the service of our faith 
and encourage others to do what must be done to make our 
church, our community, and our country a better place; truly 
the “shining city on a hill,” our God’s last hope on earth.

Honoring Their Sacrifice

By Roland Tiso, Worthy Lecturer
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I am reading a book by Barry 
Lopez called Horizon.  It 
is a suitable title for a book 
by one of America’s best 

writers.  Lopez is what used to be 
called a “globetrotter.”    In this 
book he takes readers with him 
from the Oregon coast to Skraeling 
Island in northern Canada to the  
Galapagos Islands in the Pacific, 
then from the Kenyan desert to 
Botany Bay in Australia, and finally 
to the changing ice shelves of the 
Antarctic. 

These places are some of the hottest, coldest and most 
desolate places in the world—places I am unlikely ever to 
visit—which he describes precisely and beautifully, even 
how human activities have imperiled even these distant 
places. 

In the first chapter of the book of Genesis, God creates 
Adam and Eve but obliged them to “be fertile and multiply; 
fill the earth and subdue it.  Have dominion over the fish of 
the sea, the birds of the air, and all living things that move 
on the earth.”  

God continued: “See I give you every seed-bearing plant 
all over the earth and every tree that has seed-bearing fruit 
on it to be your food; and to all the animals of the land, all 
the birds of the air, and all living creatures that crawl on the 
ground, I give all the green plants for food.”  

On first reading, a contemporary reader might get the 
impression that God has given creation as a possession to 
be used however the humans see fit. But when you continue 
to the second chapter in the book, the creation narrative is 
decidedly different.  God is pictured as a gardener who, 
once he creates man, plants a garden for him to live in and 
a river rises in Eden to water the garden.  

Then God gives the garden HORIZON to man to cultivate 
and care for.  Yes, he may eat of any of the produce of the 
garden (except from the tree of the knowledge of good and 
bad) but as God creates the various wild animals and birds, 
Adam gets to name them.  But none of these creatures 

proved to be a suitable partner to 
the man and so, while the man was 
asleep, God took one of the man’s 
ribs and fashioned out of it a woman 
whom the man immediately saw as 
bone of his bones and flesh of his 
flesh. 

But the responsibility of our 
first parents to cultivate and care 
for the garden remained. What is 
our horizon?  Are we homebodies, 
content to care for the people and 
pets of one’s own family? Does our 
horizon extend only to those people 

who share our beliefs, culture, politics and income level?  
Are any others therefore infidels or simply unimportant?  

We call ourselves Catholic, meaning that our religion is 
universal; it is available to all who receive the gift of faith.  
Missionaries have gone to the ends of the earth not only to 
make converts but to cultivate and care for those they meet 
on their journeys.  Who am I to worry about the wilderness 
or the deleterious effects of global warming?  That’s not 
my problem.  

No, read your Genesis: it is our God-given responsibility.  
We should extend our care and cultivation to the creatures 
and the creation the Creator has entrusted to us.  We do this 
not only to preserve it for the use of our future generations 
but to preserve it because it is beautiful, the sky above and 
the earth below are God’s gift, given to us to care for.

HORIZON
In this article, Msgr. Mike Heher, Pastor of St. Anne’s Catholic Church in Seal Beach CA speaks to expe-
rience.  He tells us that prayerful routine requires the addition of focus. The soul needs to be personally 
reaching out for God every single time.  Is yours?   
~ Alex Czopek, GK
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The Catholic Difference.  What does that mean, 
“Discover the Catholic Difference?” Is it just 
a marketing slogan or is there real meaning 
behind it? Let’s look at that at several levels.  

Our Catholicity as an organization forms all that we 
do. Our Order was founded on the principles of Charity, 
Unity and Fraternity; as a Catholic business we also have 
core values of Integrity, Professionalism, Excellence and 
Respect.  In all our dealings we try to embody those values 
in the field and at our Supreme Office.  

Money from insurance premiums and annuity deposits 
is managed by our investment department colleagues, 
Knights of Columbus Asset Advisors.  They manage 
that money, now amounting to more than $24 billion, 
using sound investment strategies in full compliance 
with the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 
socially responsible investment guidelines.  We will not 
invest in companies that engage in abortions, producing 
abortifacient drugs, embryonic stem cell research, human 
cloning or pornography. Our Asset Advisors prove that a 
business can operate on these principles and still produce 
a healthy profit. That’s a Catholic Difference!

Our charitable contributions of more than $185 million 
last year went to a wide variety of organizations.  Many 
were Catholic, but some were not.  We give money to 
support worthy causes and we do that, not because they 
are Catholic, but because we are Catholic.  That’s what our 
faith calls us to do; Sirach 40:17 tells us that acts of kindness 
and charity last for an eternity.  We are supporting victims 
of genocide in Syria and other places in the Middle East.  
We have placed more than 1000 ultrasound machines in all 
50 states and saved more the 1 million lives. We financially 
and spiritually support seminarians, disaster victims, 
Special Olympians and many others.  All this from the 
profits of our insurance program and investments and the 
contributions of members.  That’s a Catholic Difference!

And speaking of the insurance program, let’s talk about 
the “Discover the Catholic Difference” there.  Here are a 
few examples:  First, our products are designed with our 
members’ needs in mind.  For example, I’m not aware 
of any other company that offers a Spousal Waiver of 
Premium benefit…and there is no additional premium 
for that! Second, we have never raised our Long-Term 
Care Insurance premiums, something very few, if any, 
insurance companies can say.  Third, we offer Disability 
Income Insurance to blue collar workers as well as white 
and gray collar workers. We recognize that it’s not just 

the affluent that need that coverage. Fourth, we still meet 
with brother knights and their families in their homes if 
they prefer; it might be more convenient for them.  Fifth, 
young children; we want to make sure a member has the 
opportunity to protect their insurability with life insurance 
that has a guaranteed purchase option.  Sixth, our fixed-
rate annuity has a minimum guarantee for life, meaning a 
member will always make money on his money.  Seventh, 
our Supreme Office is currently developing new products 
to meet even more needs of our members…so stay tuned!  
Now that’s the Catholic Difference!

If you’d like to find out about more Catholic differences 
that could make a difference in your life, let me know.

Vivat Jesus!
John D Ruckart, FIC
813-855-5111
John.ruckart@kofc.org

The Catholic Difference
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Monsignor John F. Scully 
Assembly #3418 Officers

Friar 
  TBD 

Faithful Navigator
S/K Ed Sleyzak
Faithful Captain

S/K Mark Lovejoy  

Admiral
S/K Steve Haines

Faithful Pilot
S/K Alex Czopek  
Faithful Comptroller

S/K Nick Turco
Faithful Scribe

S/K John Berrie  
Faithful Purser

 S/K Ron Carlson 

 Trustees
S/K Rick Hughes

S/K Julio Alvarez, Jr. 
S/K Pete Card 

Faithful Inner Sentinel
S/K William Torres
Faithful Outer Sentinel
S/K Dave Furrugia

Color Corps Commander
S/K Rick Gnatowsky

St. Stephen Council  
Directors and Committees

Membership Director
Jerry Coffey

membership@kofc14084.org 
Program Director
Ed Skrobacz 

program@kofc14084.org 
Faith

Chuck Alaynick 
church@kofc14084.org 

Community
Ed Veronick  

community@kofc14084.org 
Family

William Torres 
family@kofc14084.org 

Life
Jason O’Neill   

RightToLife@kofc14084.org
Squires

Ed Veronick 
Bob Haley   

squires@kofc14084.org

RJS Fundraising
Julio Alvarez

rjs@kofc14084.org 
Degree Team Leader

Rick Hughes
degreeteamcaptain@kofc14084.org 

Communications
Scott Huetteman

communications@kofc14084.org

St. Stephen Council Officers
Fraternal Year 2019-2020

Chaplain
Father Dermot Dunne

Grand Knight
Alex Czopek

Deputy Grand Knight
Ed Skrobacz 

Chancellor
Chris Hobbs

Warden
Matt Preszler

Advocate
Mark Jovejoy

Lecturer
Roland Tiso

Recorder
Peter Depa

Financial Secretary
Nick Turco

Treasurer
Bill Ruppert

Trustees
John Berrie 
Bruce Czaja    

Guillermo Bambach 
District Deputy
Ed Sleyzak
Field Agent 

John Ruckart
Guards

Marc Dunne  Carl Alerta
John Hollingshead

JUNE BIRTHDAYS - Alex A Menendez II, Allen J Kleinotas, Amos Hall III, Andrew J Masse, Andrew Sanderson, 
Barry  Hamel, Charles O’neill, Chris C Westfall, Daniel L Gratkowski, Dennis B Schulmerich, Dr Antonio V 
Zumpano, Edward J Milius, Gene J Batronie, Georgealfred Ordonez, Gerald K Thompson, James D Whiteman, 
Jeffrey  Prokopowicz, John F, Van Jaarsveld Jr, John M Arcand, John M Cronan Jr, John M Mc Guire Jr, Kenneth L 
Vaughn, Kim  Brabson, Lloyd J Hamashin, Mario C Nicoletti, Matthew R Maynard, Michael C Messano, Michael 
Fabbro, Michael S Grogan, Mr William T Worth, Nathan S Wiles, Patrick J Sampson, Peter S Gallagher, Rafael  
Robles, Rev Timothy R Williford, Stephen C Bell, Stephen D Smith, Thomas H Fisher III, Thomas J Ywanauskas, 
Thomas P Cummings IV, Vincent J La Lima, William R Cornett
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 July 26 
August 17 
August 18 
September 25

Council Officers Installation and family social 
First Degree FLC 
Day at the Rays
40 Days For Life
Men's Club Golf Scramble (NEW DATE)
Day of Reflection at Bethany Center

Please check your Council website calendar for more details regarding these events: http://www.kofc14084.org/

Upcoming Events

The Father Michael J. McGivney Guild 
serves as a source for information 
about the life, works and spirituality of 

Father McGivney. 
The Guild distributes informational 

materials about him, receives reports of favors 
granted through his intercession and oversees 
the distribution of relics. 

Guild members receive regular updates 
on the progress of Father McGivney’s cause for 

canonization and are invited to participate in 
promoting devotion to this Servant of God. 
Members of the Knights of Columbus are not 
automatically Guild members and must elect 
to join the Guild. 

The Father Michael J. McGivney Guild 
Newsletter is published bimonthly except July 
- August, and is sent free to Guild members.

To join the Guild, register online at:
http://www.fathermcgivney.org/ 

Are You A Member?

Knight of the Month 
Ed Veronick does so much to help out our Council, 

coordinating events and doing that hard, sweaty work of 
setting up the facility every time.   And the clean up!    Ed 
also heads up our Squires effort devoting much time to the 
youth of our parish.   He is the driving force behind the 
“Day at the Rays” upcoming, an event we will all enjoy.    
Ed gives of his time, talent and energy to the success of 
this Council, the Men’s Club, and our Parish.   You can 
always count on him!   Ed is a fine example of a Catholic 
gentleman. 

Family of the Month
Both John and Elaine Simon are involved in St. Vincent 

dePaul, helping to feed the hungry in our community.   I 
would characterize John as a quiet volunteer, always 
ready and willing to lend a hand at any event.   Whatever 
needs to be done, you can count on John!  Elaine always 
helps at every Knights event, and is very active in the 
Columbiettes.   A great family, great people, great friends.   
Congratulations.   

KNIGHTLY NEWS

October 12
October 12

http://www.kofc14084.org/

